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Lesson 2
Etiquette Netiquette

A. Read the following statements. Whose statement do you like the most? Why?
How do you feel about the others?

Kristi

When I attend any wedding
or birthday party, I always
wait for the food. As soon as
the food is served, I take my
portion and immediately
after I've finished, I leave. 1
have no time to wait for
others. Besides, I don 't know
others, so why wait?

Sayem

Ilivein aflat in a ten storied
building in Dhaka. In the
lift, I often see my
neighbours. I seldom
exchange greetings with
them. They are neither my
friends nor relatives. Some
people may not like it, but
who cares?

Monju

1 love driving my car at high
speed and blowing horns.
It'’s others’ responsibility to
make room for me. My car is
very expensive! Sometimes |
am annoyed by other
vehicles. They ignore my
honking!

Abir

I'm very special at home.
My  parents and other
members of my family do
everything as I desire. From
food to furniture- everything
goes by my choice.

Mim Hla

I'm a free-will agent. I don't
mind expressing my own
opinions or intervening even
when my elders are
speaking to themselves.

Topon

That day one of my teachers
forbade me to shake my
legs. I don't know what is
wrong with it. I also don't
think I need to say ‘thank
you’and ‘please’ every time
1 take a service or gift from
someone. Gratefulness lies
in the heart. Why do you
need to express it?

Bidhan

My father always asks my
grandma what to buy when
going for weekly grocery.
My mom also asks her what
to cook. And we never go
anywhere  keeping — my
grandma alone. I love her so
much.

Bokul

I'm very choosy about the
food that I eat. When I visit
someone and find different
types of food on the dining
table, I never take any food
that I don't like. Even when
I'm asked to take the food I
say — I wont take it as I
don t like it. After all, it’s my
choice.

Tinku

My  friend, Nabila, is
addicted to Facebook. Even
when she attends classes or
visits any social program,
she never lets a second go
without visiting Facebook.
She never speaks to others
and rarely makes eye
contact with anyone around
her.

Kanta

I don't like social network
media as people are very
showy there. Sometimes they
post items that I don't feel
like  seeing. I always
remember  that  social
network media steal our
time which we can give to
our study.

Shayeri

When I'm online or on any
social networking site, [
have liberty. So I express my
own ideas as I like. If I read
or see something that does
not go with my choice, I take
a hand. Since no one sees
me face to face, I enjoy my
liberty.

Shammi

My Facebook account is
mine. Who are you to tell me
what [ should post, what
language I should use, or
what opinion I should
express!
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B. Read the following statement.

“I make a distinction between manners and etiquette. Manners as the
principles, which are eternal and universal, etiquette as the particular rules

which are arbitrary and different in different times, different situations,
different cultures.”

- Judith Martin

Work in pairs and identify which statement in Section A is related to manners
and which one to etiquette.

C. Below you will see parts of a story told by a Spanish writer, Pedro Pablo
Sacristan. Work in pairs and reorganize them to a cohesive text. When
you have finished, set a title of the story.
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Once upon a time, there was a strange man who was highly bothered to see others” happiness. His
own personal interest was at any cost important to him. Neither was he a polite man, nor did he like
other people to be polite to each other. In fact, he hated the courteous and polite people around him
and thus he hated a few expressions like please, thank you, don't mention it etc. It troubled him a lot
when people around were smiling to use these expressions.
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D. Read the story again and answer the following questions.

1. What is the story about?

ii. What made the strange man to invent a machine which would destroy
all the good words?

iii. How did the machine change people’s attitudes?

1v. Why did the girls start exchanging polite words with each other? What
was the consequence?

E. Think whether anyone you know needs to improve manners and etiquette.
Make a plan on how to help him or her.
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